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We present results from an exoplanet validation program designed to
efficiently confirm a large sample of Kepler's small planet and
habitable zone candidates. The validation method combines the
constraints placed on the candidates by their Kepler light curves,
ultra-high resolution speckle imaging from Gemini North, high
resolution adaptive optics imaging, and single epoch

reconnaissance spectra of each candidate planet's host star. The
likelihood of astrophysical false positives is assessed for each
candidate based on Galaxy model predictions for co-aligned field stars
and the characteristics of unresolved multiple stars. The large sample
of validated planets will be important for estimating occurrence

rates of Earth-like planets around stars in the Kepler target list.



